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§ 1 Name and registered office of the association, financial year 
1. The name of the association is: "Labs Network Industrie 4.0 e.V." 
2. The registered office of the association is Berlin. 
3. The fiscal year is the calendar year. 
 
 
§ 2 Purpose of the association 
1. The purpose of this association is to promote education by conducting a broad scientific and socio-political discourse on 
the implementation of Industry 4.0 and associated public information on issues relating to digitization and Industry 4.0. 
as a key focus of further technological development in Germany. One focus is on bringing together scientific 
findings for the general public and preparing them for the real implementation of digitalization in the German economy, 
especially in small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). 
 
2. Among other things, the findings, which are currently mostly only available locally, are being brought together through the 
networking of so-called experimental platforms ("test fields"). 
Interested parties – in particular entrepreneurs and companies as well as public and private research institutions – can thus 
explore the use of digital innovations in the course of the so-called Fourth Industrial Revolution in a pre-competitive setting. 
The aim is to facilitate pre-competitive knowledge exchange about the capabilities of individual test fields and the 
combinations of test fields, to make it easier for interested parties to get started with and to provide the general public with 
insights through information events and publications. The purpose of the association is realized in particular by organizing 
and providing opportunities to use these experimental platforms, specifically: 

• Generally accessible initial information about all test field offerings for interested parties via the association's 
website 

• Selection and documentation of existing test fields and their technical expertise 

• Information for interested parties on the selection of test fields and the design or test scenarios and programs 

• the exchange of information among all participants 

• Exchange of experience between the members of the association 

• Organization of conferences to discuss research results and training events for interested parties 

• the timely publication of results and trends 

• the provision of information to support standardization processes, and the timely incorporation of results into 
standardization processes 

•  Information about and cooperation with similar test field activities in the national and international environments 
within the framework of the provisions of the section "Tax-privileged Purposes" of the German Tax Code. 

 
 
3. The association pursues exclusively and directly charitable purposes within the meaning of the section 
"Tax-privileged purposes" of the German Tax Code. It acts altruistically and does not primarily pursue its own economic 
purposes. Funds/income (revenue) of the association may only be used for the purposes set out in the statutes. Members 
may not receive any share of profits or other benefits from the association's funds. 
4. No person may be favored by benefits that are alien to the purpose of the association or by disproportionately high 
remuneration. 
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§ 3 Membership 
1. The association consists of the founding members, other regular members, and supporting members. The founding 
members are regular members. 
 
2. Any natural or legal person or partnership with legal capacity partnership that supports the association's tasks by 
participating in their implementation. Membership rights are inalienable and non-transferable. 
 
3. Natural or legal persons or partnerships with legal capacity who support the purposes of the association through 
contributions in kind or money may be admitted as supporting members. They do not have voting rights. 
 
4. Ordinary membership and supporting membership are acquired by submitting a written application for admission 
addressed to the Executive Board. The Executive Board decides on the application for admission; no reasons need be given 
for rejection. The Executive Board shall inform the other members at the end of each quarter about newly admitted 
members. 
 
 
§ 4 Rights and obligations of members 
 
1. Full members also have the right to submit motions to the Executive Board and the General Assembly. 
 
2. Members are obliged to support the association and its purpose in an appropriate manner, including in public, 
and to accept and comply with the Articles of Association and the membership fee regulations comply with them. 
 
 
§ 5 Termination of membership 
1. Membership ends through resignation, expulsion, or dissolution of the member. 
 
2. Resignation shall be effected by written declaration to the Executive Board. Resignation is only permissible at the 
at the end of a calendar year, subject to a notice period of one month. 
 
3. Expulsion may only occur for good cause. Good cause includes, in particular, conduct detrimental to the behavior that 
damages the association's objectives, serious violation of statutory obligations, or at least one year of arrears in 
membership fees. The Executive Board shall decide on exclusion, the member must be given the opportunity to comment. 
The member may appeal against the expulsion to the General Assembly, which must be addressed in writing to the 
Executive Board within one month of receipt of the notice of rejection. The date of receipt of the appeal by the association's 
Executive Board shall be decisive for compliance with the deadline is the date of receipt of the appeal by the association's 
Executive Board. The General Assembly shall decide on the matter. 
 
 
§ 6 Admission fee, membership 
1. Members shall be charged an admission fee and annual dues, which may be subject to may be subject to a sliding scale. 
The amount and due date shall be decided by the General Assembly with a 3/4 majority of the ordinary members. 
Supporting members are exempt from payment. Further provisions on this shall be laid down in a membership fee 
regulation. 
 
2. Upon leaving the association, or in the event of its dissolution or termination, members shall not be entitled to a refund of 
shall not receive their contributions or other payments or deposits back. 
 
3. The funds for the association's purposes shall also be raised through donations, voluntary contributions, 
donations, and contributions in kind. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Labs Network Industrie 4.0 e.V.  Reinhardtstrasse 58   10117 Berlin 
VR 35402                                                    
 Page 3 

§ 7 Organs 
The organs of the association are 
- the General Assembly or meeting of members 
- the Executive Board  
 
 
§ 8 General Assembly 
1. An ordinary General Assembly shall be held in the first quarter of each financial year. 
 
2. The Executive Board is obliged to convene an extraordinary General Assembly if the interests of the association so 
require or at least 1/5 of the members request this in writing, stating their reasons. stating the reasons. 
 
3. The General Assembly is the highest body of the association. Its tasks include in particular: 
a) electing and dismissing the members of the Executive Board and the members of the Advisory Board, 
b) Receiving reports from the Executive Board, 
c) Approval of the annual financial statements 
d) Discharging the Executive Board, 
e) electing the cash auditors, 
f) Determining the amount and due date of membership fees and admission fees, 
g) Adopting a membership fee policy 
h) Passing resolutions on the principles for the reimbursement of expenses incurred in the course of 
association's activities. 
i) Passing resolutions on amendments to the Articles of Association, including amendments to the 
purpose of the association, 
j) Passing resolutions on the dissolution of the association, as well as other tasks, insofar as these 
arise from the Articles of Association or the German law. 
 
4. The General Assembly shall be convened by the Executive Board or the management with four weeks' notice 
in writing by letter, fax, or email, enclosing the agenda. The notice period begins on the day following the dispatch of the 
invitation letter. The invitation letter shall be deemed to have been received by the members if it was sent to the last contact 
address known to the association contact address (postal address, fax number, email address). 
 
5. The agenda shall be supplemented if a member submits a written request to do so at least one week before the 
and no member present at the meeting objects to this addition present at the meeting. The addition must be announced at 
the beginning of the meeting. 
 
6. The General Assembly shall be chaired by a member of the Executive Board. At the beginning of the the General 
Assembly, a secretary shall be elected. 
 
7. The General Assembly shall constitute a quorum if at least one third of its ordinary members are present or represented 
by proxy. If the meeting is not quorate, the board is obliged to convene a second General Assembly with the same agenda; 
this meeting shall be quorate regardless of the number of members present. This must be indicated in the invitation. 
 
8. Each regular member has one vote. Supporting members participate in an advisory capacity only. 
Voting shall be open, unless this is contrary to legal provisions. 
At the request of a full member, voting shall be by secret ballot. Voting rights may only be exercised in person or, if the 
member is unable to attend in person, by transferring the voting right to another ordinary member upon presentation of a 
written power of attorney. Members may be represented by a legal representative, an authorized signatory, or an employee 
authorized in writing own employee. 
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9. Votes shall be decided by a simple majority of the votes cast. Abstentions and invalid votes shall not be taken into 
account. The exclusion of members (§ 5 (3)), amendments to the Articles of Association (§ 8 (3) i.) and the dissolution of the 
association (§ 8 (3) j.) can only be decided with a majority of 3/4 of the members present or represented by proxy shall 
decide. Any amendment to the purpose of the Articles of Association must be decided unanimously. 
 
10. Minutes shall be taken of the resolutions of the General Assembly and shall be signed by chairperson and secretary. 
 
 
§9 Executive Board 
1. The Executive Board within the meaning of § 26 BGB (German Civil Code) consists of up to seven ordinary members. It 
has one chairperson and at least one deputy. The chairperson or a deputy and another member of the Executive Board 
jointly represent the association in and out of court and out of court. For certain legal transactions within the scope of 
ordinary business operations in the performance of the association's statutory tasks, on which the the Executive Board has 
previously passed a resolution, a unanimous resolution of the Executive Board may a member of the Executive Board may 
be granted sole power of representation.  
 
2. If a board member resigns from the board before the end of their term of office, the remaining board members shall 

appoint a new board member for the vacant position. This member shall remain in office until the regular re-election of the 

board.  

 

3. The board is not exempt from § 181 BGB (German Civil Code).  
 

 

4. Membership of the Executive Board is personal. Upon termination of membership in the association and termination of 
employment of a member of the Executive Board with the respective member of the association, the position on the 
Executive Board shall also terminate. 
 

5. The Executive Board is elected by the General Assembly for a term of 3 years. Re-election is permitted. The activities of 
the Executive Board are voluntary. 
 

 
6. The Executive Board decides by simple majority, unless otherwise specified in these Articles of Association. 
The Executive Board has a quorum if at least two members of the Executive Board are present. 
The Executive Board generally passes its resolutions at Executive Board meetings, which are convened by the first 
chairperson or, if they are unable to do so, by the vice-chairperson in writing, by telephone, by 
fax, or email. In any case, a notice period of one week must be observed, unless all members of the Executive Board waive 
the convening period. Executive Board resolutions may be passed in writing if all board members agree to this. 
 
7. The tasks of the Executive Board include the day-to-day business of the association, in particular: 
a. Monitoring the association's business 
b. Preparing, convening, and chairing the general assembly, including 
drawing up the agenda, 
c. Implementing the resolutions of the General Assembly, 
d. Submitting proposals for the composition of the advisory board 
e. Deciding on membership, 
f. Annual preparation of the business plan 
g. Preparation of the annual financial statements by March 31 of each year for the previous financial year. 
h. Appointing the management 
 
8. The Executive Board may adopt rules of procedure. 
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§ 10 Management 
1. The Executive Board of the association may appoint a full-time or part-time managing director and a deputy. Members of 
the Executive Board may be appointed as managing directors. 
The appointment and premature termination shall be decided by unanimous resolution of the Executive Board members 
present. 
 
2. The management is responsible for conducting the day-to-day business of the association in accordance with the Articles 
of Association, the resolutions of the General Assembly and the executive board, and the rules of procedure  
pursuant to § 9 No. 8 of these Articles of Association.  

 
§ 11 Cash audit 
1. The General Assembly elects a cash auditor from among the 
the group of full members. 
2. This person may not be a member of the Executive Board. 
3. Reelection is permitted. 
 
 
§ 12 Dissolution of the association 
1. In the event of dissolution of the association or discontinuation of its previous purpose – insofar as this results in the loss 
of ist non-profit status is lost – the association's assets shall fall to the Stifterverband der deutschen Wissenschaft (German 
Science Foundation). 
Science, which shall use it directly and exclusively for charitable purposes in research and teaching. 
 
2. The chairperson and his/her deputy in office shall be appointed as liquidators shall be appointed as liquidators, unless the 
General Assembly decides otherwise. 
 
§ 13 Miscellaneous 
1. The Executive Board must notify the tax authorities immediately if the statutes are amended or supplemented, provisions 
are added or repealed, the association is dissolved or transferred to another corporation another entity, or the association's 
assets are transferred in their entirety, provided that this affects tax benefits. 
 
2. Before the association's assets are distributed or transferred, a clearance certificate must be obtained from the 
competent tax authority. 
 
 
§ 14 Association's official gazette 
Announcements by the association required by German law or the articles of association shall be published in the 
„Bundesanzeiger“. 
 
§ 15 Antitrust compliance 
The association and its members expressly commit to complying with antitrust regulations. 
 
§ 16 Severability clause 
1. Should individual provisions of these Articles of Association be or become legally invalid, the validity of all other provisions 
shall remain unaffected. 
 
2. The General Assembly shall decide on a legally effective provision to replace the legally ineffective provision 
that corresponds as far as possible to the meaning of the original provision 
as is legally permissible. 


